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Welcome to The Hegemonic Museum

Presented for the 58th Venice Bienniale, this research, analysis, and conservation space presents different case-studies of European hegemony from the 17th to the 20th Century. A hegemony expressed in the domination that was inherent in a modernist, Eurocentric and colonial worldview, later to be transmitted and radiated to the rest of the hegemonic countries successively to this day.

The Museum presents this hegemony in six case studies of the European male, white, heterosexual, patriarchal, monarchical, culturally and economically "superior," and present in the very concepts with which the colonies were coined and conceived. European ways of doing, looking and analyzing are submitted to the public for study, in order to understand how the hegemonic psyche developed a whole series of complex mechanisms of oppression that emerged in concepts like race and miscegenation, subaltern male subjects, cannibalism, imperialism, gender conceptions, civilization and barbarism, and the conflictive relations between monarchy and republic.

In order to materialize this journey across time and through the history of Western Europe, we will review six historical events and the symbolic representations they contain through documents, paintings, cartoons, documentaries, photographs, and others. The Hegemonic Museum will expose the counterpoints to the notions of civilization with which the European discourse, subsequently exported to the United States and other countries—including the colonies through some of their hegemonic elites—upheld the centralization of its expansionist power, based on concepts of race, barbarism and colonialism.

In conceptual terms, the different temporalities of the events, as well as the various places where they occurred, aim to redefine the notion of civilization through taboos that are part of European and Christian culture. Timeless repressed contradictions are emphasized, such as the conflict over the subsistence of the monarchical system in the 21st Century, the relations between Cold War and monarchy, the relations between contemporary capitalism and colonialism, the similarities of subalternity between race and gender.

The spectator can follow the cases, numbered from 1 to 6, chronologically. We invite you to see and study the complexity of the European hegemonic psyche and mirroring yourself; as Aníbal Quijano noted: the Eurocentric perspective of knowledge operates like a mirror that distorts what it reflects. That is to say, the image we find in that mirror is not entirely an illusion.

We hope you enjoy your visit and that it generates new reflections and new questions about our own visions, viewpoints and contemporary thoughts.

Thank you for your visit.
